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Re: Dead Fish in Passaic River. }(\ . 111000

Gentlemen:

On July 22,1955 at 9:30 a. m., Sergeant Morton of the
Passaic Police called on the telephone to report the presence
" of numerous dead flSh in the Passaic River in the vicinity of
Third Street, Passaic. - o |
| We started 1nvest1gatlon 1mmed1ately. No . pollutlon was
found and chemlcal and microscopical tests 1ndlcated that the
‘ long-sustalned high temperature of the river water, (88°vF.),
the excessive growth of microscopic water plants (algae) caue-
ing a heavy super-satufation of disselved oxygen in‘the water
from the photo-Synthetic action of the sunlight on the green
chlorophyl of the algae, all had been harmful to the flsh and

they had died from natural causes. -

Respectfully submitted,
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Director of Sanltatlon.Control



